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1.  How is our heroine portrayed as she is introduced in this story and how does her character develop? Is her personality and charm strong enough to carry the focus of the novel?

2.  Is her lover, sailor Thomas Chricton, substantial enough to make this a believably, earth-shaking, forever love, or does it seem more the head-over-heels romance of a nineteen year old?
3.  How do the other people we meet early in the novel contribute to the drama?  Kate, Sara’s maid, William Campbell, the lighthouse keeper, Sara’s father…?

4.  We learn from Sara that Kate, who was supposed to be her best friend, is responsible for betraying Sara to her parents and therefore is responsible for her unhappy plight of being transported to the remote island. This to avoid disgracing her family by being pregnant with Thomas’ child. What was Kate’s motivation in being the informant?
5.  How are Sara’s parents portrayed? Considering the social norms of the time and their station in life, could they have been just trying to protect Sara?

6.  Discuss the atmosphere established by the locale. Is the author’s description here effective? How does the setting contribute to the development of the plot?

7.  Talk about the pace of the story and the language of the dialogue? Does the use of Scottish dialect fit appropriately and flow comfortably with the narrative?

8. What did you think when the mysterious package arrived via a strangely ethereal skiff?

9.  Does the introduction of Alexander Seawall of Oxford having in his possession the chronometer belonging to a James Crichton give a hint to a turning point in the plot?

10. How does the local McKay family, Mary, lad Hughie and Sara’s learning something about cooking and reciprocating by teaching them reading present a bright reprieve to the otherwise heavy atmosphere of the lighthouse existence?
11. William Campbell becomes more interesting and tolerable to Sara as the story progresses. Can you mention indications of that and what did you think was coming?

What were times that she seemed to grow in trust with him and what might have been the setbacks?

12. Does the midwife seem a surprising character to Sara and does she answer forthrightly to her questions about life on Cape Wrath and her attitude toward Mr. Campbell, or does she conceal her real feelings with her art of deception?
13. What did you think of the midwife’s suggestion that she rely on the man at hand (Mr. Campbell) to fulfill all her desires in relieving her physical needs? Is Sara more indignant about this or that she realizes that Mr. Campbell is the one appointed to deliver her baby?

14. Do you admire Sara as she expresses her clear determination that nobody will take her child from her?

15. As the mystery deepens with return visits of the phantom boat and the exchange of letters do you come to think that Alexander Seawall will come on the scene at some point?
16. When Sara is visited by the ghost of her Thomas does it bring her peace and acceptance? Is she able now to move forward realizing that he did in truth really love her and that he was in fact really dead?

17. There is no surprise when she finally accepts William Campbell as her lover and the father of the child he will deliver? Does this seem the right solution to her life and is she happy that he will be her husband now? Are you the reader satisfied with this?

18. Does the fact that the baby is legitimate on the basis that her”handfast” marriage to Thomas would be regarded by Scottish law as legal surprise you?
19. And if that seemed a leap…were you able to suspend belief enough to allow for the crossover of time that the final chapter about Alexander Seawall reveals?

20. This novel can be appreciated on several different levels-- historical fiction, fantasy, romance, mystical gothic storytelling. How do you think the mixing of genres works in literature and in this novel especially?
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